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Pub

“year Career in the'ClA; this reporter

Janged by the, publisher, of five
-major American cities. It’s not clear.

“result, but exposure Yo searching:
-questions in’a myriad of TV inter-
" views and’ radio;talk shows pro-
.vided a unigue-insight.into the cur-

Ang * capagity?!

Ing scars. Questioner after ques-5
-Secrecy essential tointelligence col-
-lection can be-reconciledwith an]

“masking domesticahuse or impri-

| dently done an inadequate job of 6x-
‘plaining the significance of recent*
‘far-reaching’i

-Oversight Act provided for-a depth:’

_nation. - iL¥ed?

oy

_GORD MEYER

I»féving written a book about a 26

ok
T

has recently completed a ‘tour, arz

yet'how many.books were ‘sold as a

rent state of the'public’s percep_ti‘é;i‘

of our intelligence services. ER
- .While demonstrating a refresh:
g " ty% tothink ”, for
themselves, the large majority. of
the questioners.seemed convinced
that at thisstage the U.S. hasto have’
an-effective_iftelligence system:
capable of providing advance warn:’
ing of impending trouble abroad;’
The Soviet military buildup has:
been accepted as-an irrefutable’;
reality and with that goes a. wide.
understanding: that the country
needs to-be better tnformed: than'
ever before. “>¢ P A

But if the long retreat from fors
eign involvement that began with’
Vietnam and Watergate has ended,-
those events have left behind abid-|

tioner probed thé‘issne of how'the’

open soci_e‘ty".f"ar_zd.:;l_zow{'officia_lf;
secrecy can- be:prevented f rom:’

dent foreign entanglement:> it
~ On.this point, the press has evi-:

ustitutional reform.?
Very few in thisilarge audiénce;
understood that President Carter by}

signing on Oct.14 the Intelligence-

of congressional review over intel-7

ligence operations that goes beyond-|.

anything previousty entrusted o
the legisiature* of ‘any democratic?)
DY Tl ‘i}&:%}w.,h syt Lk

TR

" 8ery can save the patient... 5 . -
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- Now émbedded in 6tirlaw is the
right'of the Senate and House intel-"
ligente committees to be-kept cur-
rently'informed on all intelligence
'act_iviﬂties‘:to which they demand ac--
‘cess. Detailed - review? of -all’
programs by these committees and
their Suspegsive veta aver covert
action operatons are the best possi-
“ble gnarantee against the repetition
of "presidential abus f secret
power. " Tt Limnloyo
In‘reporting on this ¢rucial re-
form, the press stressed the fact that-
it Teduced. from eight to two the-
number -of committees that had to
"be informed of covert actions but.’
failed-to' emphasize that.these two.
committees have now, been given
the legal teeth necessary to become
reliable watchdogs over the execu-
-tive. There is admittedly a security
risk in exposing so much sensitive
information to the Congress but it
is a risk worth taking in view of the -
deep public concern over the possi- -
ble misuse of secrecy. . .. il
With the basic issue of congres-
sional.oversight now definitively
resolved, there remains the gues- -
tion of how Ronald Reagan’s advis.
ers are responding.to the public
support for a foreign intelligence
service second to none. The current.
answer is that these advisers are
agreedon the need for Strengthen- -
ing American intelligsnce but seri- |
ously divided on how to do jt. i
Behind.the closed doors of Rea- .
gan’s intelligence transition team,..

three young Republican- Senate..

‘borted rather .than’ dismembered,

- -hot-beliéve that he intends 1o pre-

‘presidént’s Priacipal intelligence

- Water of an- experienced inteljj..

_Staffers-have been arguing that the .
CIA’s performance and morale. has.
sunk so low that only radical sur- .

Drawing on ideas first.surfaced
in a report last year of the Republi: |
can'National"Committee’,’"th’ey are”]

- proposing to downgrade the role of _
‘the CIA by placing an intalligence
czar in the White House staff. The
Operations directorate of the agency-
-would bg established as a-separate -
“organization and competing centers’

for.;'pro.duc_ing"hation_:gAe_stiméte'sf; .

;fvdul_d_;lle;ﬁtaa.tf:_d,'.f:.w;f;i:.:;.:,;;:wmw

"signs of wider public support and|
-sunderstanding of their worlk and]

. shjp tha";has s0 longbeen lacking. E

 7A"majority of wiserheads on the}
‘transition team-are opposing these

plans for radical reerganization. On.
the basis of a’ performance record. i
better than its- CTitics congede, the
CIA, they ‘claim, needs to.be sup~

The final decision will rest with |
Reagan’s newly<chosen director of
central intelligence, Wiiliam Casey,
and those who know him best do .

side over the dismantlsment of the-
agency he has just been appointed
tohead. .= T oA

. Casey is enough of an old Wash.:
ington hand to recognize the wis-. -
dom of former CIA Director Rich-
ard Helms’ advice, “To separate the |

adviser from his control of CIA is

"like removing the head from the"
body. A disembodied intetligence

adviser-cannct Compete with the
other claimants for the president's |
time and attention.” - .. Ty

Another stabilizing factor is the"
recent selection by Sen. Barry Gold-

gence veteran Jjohn Blake, to be-.
come staif director of the SenateA!
intelligence committee. ‘With years]
of service in some of the CIA’s top;
jobs, Blake is likely to Jook with aj
skeptical eye on drastic reorganizad
tion schemes which are partly moti-
vated by.the- bersonal ambition of}
those who aspire io head the newly-
created comporents, . 4"

" Meanwhile, professional officers’

‘at CIA’s Langley headquarters arel

waiting in some suspense for the}
outcome. They are encouraged byl

¥

hppg that Casey will supply the con-
tinuity of combpetent civilian-leader—-j

LR S NPT TR
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Cartebwas‘ ery:much on
the ; Shah: of - Iran’s>mind
when former CIA. dlrector;
#c Richard * Helms ™ and® his”
ife visifed: the»cancetrstncken roon-
-archiinhis-New York hospitalin 1979.
His bitterness over the behavior of .
}ns-former“Westem allieskept intrud-:

“thia Helms in her forthcoming autobi--
‘ography; “An- Ambassadors Wer In
,han‘”. o :.. P o, .,
- The-Shah-kept: asmer “W"hy dld
-yow:want, to: destroy: what we. had??

~istion: that the Carter: Administration

THE WASHINGTON POST
21 December 1980

‘IRST LADY Rosalynn.-

-ing-on our eonversation,” writes Cyn-

she-wrote, *‘in reference-to his convic-

Y,
: arter L3 wxfe wnte to the Empress, as-.
suring ‘'us of American support, 1f you
dld not mean it?” . :
- The" White- House is-still ;denym'f
that Mrs..Carter wrote anything-but.
. “a thank-you letter simply expressing”
: her thanks for a visit and friendship:” !
“Reports: that “she’ expressed sup-
_portiwereitotally ““inaccurate,?. - a;
.,;TSpo};esm d*]ast ‘week. “It- waq a
""’Coﬁriéﬁy;ra{ routine* thankZyou " letter.
«fromi one First Lady to another.” "
<In:November 1972, ‘when - Rlchard
ixoninformed- Rxchard Helms that
e, was.going to be replaced as. direc-"

Ntxonvsu!,gated that” Helms - mtghk
-like’to, become: this country’s ambas-
' sador. to the Soviet Union: “
““Helms," accordmg to the: new booli
byhlsw:fe, ‘was astom_shed e

'§%ﬁf&%§% b

: “tor:of the Centra}- Intelligence Agency, '

sxans wox;ld think so either. .-
7o v Afterwards.  Helms: kant. remmdm«r

never very good at small talk.” ™~ .
“Cynthia Helmw is a gentle woman.,
and her memoir is not a gossipy-book, .
but there- are .some -marvelous vi-
Lnettes, particularly about the visits
i Iran by former Secretary of State
He'u'y Klssmuer, who “would eat any- -
thmv put in front of him” and con-
~5umed s0- much, so frequently, that
I)e ‘made. the stewclrdeases on the
Shah’s plane very nervous.?. PO
A'Where~-have *you: heen"” he com< :
-g‘lamec! to- onesstewardess durmlr a
ght. . <L ,haven £~ enten :
lﬁmuten”’.‘ :
;Klssmver Iost hIS appetlte tor cavi-’
v, Mrsi.Helms writes, after - being .
T qdken reluctant[y toa f’lctory on. the
saspian Sea., =
“"In 100- devree heat a bxhous I&zas‘ :
I'ﬁver was forcéd to watch. while..a
‘orker sliced open a .,tmrreon and re--
“noved the roe. KR ’
B ~Kissinger became “unhmued 7 says -
' ,Helms turnea a pale qnade of green |
and fought back nausea. .-
£ Although Helms doesn’t mentlon 1t
ether sources claim I\x;smgers visits ;
ost the Iranian. government tm‘ee~ ;
ﬂuarters of a million dollars each,«.-2:;
& Mag /be less atter he lost hm appet:te~
,tpt (‘dvldr‘ L ,

¥ When thé ladies ar*wéd.fér lunch: " ':

““agent-in-place” in South
'long ago, rows of zmall apoo&si” ﬂco-

ﬂe,on at the Argentine Embassy last
~week, there was a six-foot stuffed
whxte polar bear elimbing out. of the
Whlte marble hreplace in the dmmu' ;
‘room like Santa’ Claus, clutc.hmv a pot ’
_ ‘of white narcissus.

“The wife of Ambassador Jorge An-
tomo Aja Espil is never dull and
“could end up bemg the leading (hplo-
<matic hostess in Washm'fton in. the '
Reagan Adm:mstratxon - :

Especially since she and her hus‘

.;band hired Jaleh Panah, who helped.
“Iranian Ambassador ‘\rdesmr Zahedi
. when he was the most popular partv- !
- gwer on Embassy Row. - .~

- With style, attention to detall dnd a’

:_'sense of humor, Ruth Aja Espil gives
-the kind of parties to which. Reagan
‘regulars are accustomed in- Be»exly
-Hills and Palm Springs. -~ = .-
i She-even folds and pleats her own '
B napkms ‘into artistic amusements
rtucking 60 for one party to resemble
“tux shirts and. fastening them. with |

At one Hallowsen party: where the
gueat of honor had once beexi a Cla
£ m»rrca

rated the tabley. .
»For-an Iaternatioaal Horqe bbow

. party, a silversinith in -Argentina
_made:tiny horse hedd mwm for the
female guests. ;. -

- ’q——-\fa_ _w’ ,' -
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n.Alexan erM Haxg Jr Ron

N SJ
thant secrebary K3 state;. has” had an- ;
xtraordmary careerum pubhc Seral,

st
ities;" hxs abxlxty to- wm the-favor. of;,
“other.. peopler Those ultraconserva™
itives in. the; Républican’ Party“who:
‘tejected; Kissinger: made: I\lsamger’s
‘protege "and former . sidekick, ' Halg,"
“their: first “choice for the State De-
‘partment job.- -But he-was alsq szsn
: gers sfirst choxce‘ And Rlchard
n,

most'DemOcrats in'the Senate. Sen-'
-£atsiDemoacratic’ leaders have already,
promlsed tos: closely,scrut.mlze ;théj
Halgvnomm@uon before - vating™ ‘.‘-3
lhs‘*gonf' rmatxon 3.The Democrats, i}
{though, are now tha mmonty pa:fy“
'Republxcans:: will / éontrol i the " fall
"body-‘and ‘. the -Forexgn,. Relatxons~
~Commxttee, “and"h may : be.. able:
i'push’the Haig" nommatxon Ehrough, '
‘the’ confirmation “process’ relatwelj
X qmckly; :"‘"‘v‘-&! y—ip-m !*.rJ‘a _,. 2
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THE WASHINGTON POST
]9 December ]980

Because of his’ mvolvemen{: in’ thee
Indochma wat;- ‘the ! wiretapping ‘at’
;the béginning of.the"first Nixon ad=}
mmxstrahon, tha’ Watergate affair:at;
‘the end” of S they leon "presidency’
- ind “other “controversial. ‘episodes, 4}
’ thorough Senate- inquiry into Haig’s’
¢ past: would ‘be’'a . drawn-out - affeur
“‘Reagan;: however, -has " indicated ;4
demre to-dwearsin -his entire. Cabinet
o Inaugdratxon Day, Jan. 20.;-
v »Today The’ Washmgton Post 5
gms a: series :of “drticles ‘on ng’s1

past, dacnbmg evenm that 7re_likely |
-0 Taisa qu&;txons during the hearings:
“and debate’ on® ‘Haig's-riomination. Tn,
thls- mstaﬂmen(:,"ng’s role-< in"the

Haig pent*nea:ly,,l&“ “months.
Prwdent Nixon's chief ‘of staff., Duz:)|
»mg, that penod, the White House de=
Sybted: most of its-efforts to defending

:Nizon fromithe. charges of John' Dean
‘thdt . he obstructed‘;‘_mstxce. "Nixon
qge.nt long “Hours. 6n:his Town- “defense]
’dunnc, ~those " months. * But -z White'

House: logs ‘and-accounts. oF: ‘dozens of ]
former :White::House* aldes—__ mdlmte_v
'i:hat ‘Haig" spent “even mote: time de-

fendmv the’ pre:ndentlban Nixon‘ d

M gn' N 4 m...
ivofvement fithe. Watervate aff‘axr “hels
.furtied to, Halg. The general ‘had, been
Kiﬁmge:’s depttty» at, the National Se>.
cunty Council’f
,of the- N'rxon adr'nimstrahorr and was ]

‘of 24
ﬂ@éﬁ* Vé?&f AR
nounced thattl:&xg.ﬁrou}d o e 'J‘ifx—
teHm!_chmE of ‘the presidential staff ™

90 1:%&3%3%

Homsr Just ar Week be—
: .f:o;e ha was-asked 1o take over ‘Halde-ﬂ

jIan’s job,; ~Haig had-been the sub-ect.

}OF an apnrovmg conversation”. m,-tna !
IEie Ve "'NS# <-,-9\ S - rpuidae any ::.(wu
Ce: bel alg.enm “ard |

‘Nmon:.'Ihe,topxc under discuission was’
*apparently_one o the - sensitivo-epi-—
:godes_that, fall tmder, the “VVaerte”{
srubric, the. trial in  California: of‘Dfatmelp
:d.; Ellsberg, ‘the ‘man ho* Ieake-d‘th
Pentat,on Papera. I b sl

Haw did a great job out thers, Hal,
deman told \Imon, according to a ‘pre-,
. viously -unpublished - transmpt of ‘the
: "tapa recording *of “ this conversation-
made by Nxxons automatxc taping de- 1
:-'.' vice: Nixon ‘agreed’ with this assess. |
% ment of Haig’s testifoony at the trxal,
; where the | ceneml had. been used as a7
pros.ecuhon witness to Tebut t&txmony
-, offered in Ellsherg's defense. =~ - §
: " At the time.Haldeman and. Nixan’
.‘.ﬁalkedﬁhey and--Haig-were three-of. ad
¥itiny circle of men. who knew that the
~.Nixon White. -House. had _ordered 17
‘wuetaos on"govemment,* officials - and |
< yjournalists’~ private telephones--in-the 3
,,early ‘months zof ; the -administration:
o ;——s. fact cthat>, ﬁnally became . puohc-
iknowledcre five days- later dwring thed
- Isame- Ellsberu trialr As atrusted” conﬁ- o
“*dant, Haig, w ‘unable to foctis excluss;
3';3:0vely'o policy: 'ttersras Nmon had“—

) s. ALl

WasH “the Penta-*
Sgon's- general-—counsél,-:f:J" Fred- Buz-c‘
#2hardt, to" ;joir+the 'White” House staff«i
vto deal with accusations” against Nixoa]
,J-gromng “outof ithe::Watergate- affair
7 Haig, Buzhardt, lawyer I:eonard Gar-- |
fment --and: ¥ Nixon's ~ bwo pnncxpalj |
nt - to-work:
ty"-ratxo—J\
Tnale fér.,.the»mretappmg and Jother: 4
,qumhonabla “Hctivities: that the presi:]
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0¥ PAGE L5 7 PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
: 5 December 1980

AN AMBASSADOR'S WIFE IN IRAN

Cynthia Helms. Dodd, Mead, $12.95 . STATINTL
ISBN 0-396-07381-8 i

Politically sanitized and concentrating
primarily on the hospitality aspects of |
diplomatic life, the author recalls her
four years in Iran with her husband |
Richard Helms, former CIA director |
who served as our Ambassador in Teh-
ran until 1977. She opens by relating a
curious session between her husband
and President Nixon at which Helms
was dismissed from the CIA and of-
fered the Ambassadorship to Russia—
subtly suggesting that Nixon was un-
mindful of the repercussions of posting |
our head spy to that sensitive post. The |
Shah, on his part, presumably ex- |
pressed no qualms about accrediting
Helms to Iran. The author clearly
found the assignment intellectually ex-
panding and personally instructive; she
toured archeological digs, studied the .
language, 1slamic culture and religion. |
She offers no insider’s revelations here ‘
vis-a-vis the U.S. and the then-brewing
Iranian crisis and, disappointingly,
concerns herself largely with dis- f
cussing the pressures visited on foreign
service wives. She is a fine writer and 2
shrewd observer, but in a book about
such a volatile subject, a reader some- -
times regrets her tact and self-restraint, |
Photos. Vunuary 26] -
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